
Managing Our Water: Collective Action in the Digital Age 

 

Pakistan developed its National Water Policy in 2018.  Water has always been a devolved subject which 

means that even before the 18
th

 Constitutional Amendment, it fell to the provinces to make decisions 

regarding water governance.  The National Water Policy was promulgated after consensus was achieved 

amongst all the provinces. The policy is very comprehensive in terms of identifying the key facets that 

are integral for solving Pakistan’s water woes. Yet, a plan of action and pathways to success needs to be 

identified in terms of moving forward.   

 

In fact, the time is ripe for collective action in this regard whereby key stakeholders, including 

governmental officials, civil society organisations, private sector, academia and citizenry can come 

together in terms of taking forward the recommendations of the policy.  In this context, this panel will 

explore key issues in the water sector and suggest solutions that can be incorporated using some of the 

digital advances that the world is seeing.  Digital technology has led to what are being called 

‘cyberinfrastructures’ that comprise data collections systems, data storage, cloud-based computing and 

data visualisation domains.  The interconnectivity, through software and networks, inherent to these 

‘cyberinfrastructutres’ will allow us to address a wide array of societal problems, including those 

associated with water governance. As such the following broader questions will be addressed as part of 

the panel discussion: 

 

1. Are we seeing the deployment of technology to address water problems? If so what kind? 

(Current Situation) 

2. What is the potential use of such systems in the coming years, as further advances in technology 

take hold? (Future Applicability) 

3. How will reliance on new technologies change the way people and institutions working in the 

water field relate to each other?  (Governance) 
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